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Student Edition
Malvern Hill 101

Week 1 Introduction

· Introduction of members

· Short history of Malvern Hill

· Who are we at Malvern Hill and what do we believe?

Week 2 Membership Requirements (A place to belong)

· Salvation experience (this will include a thorough presentation of the gospel)

· Believers Baptism by immersion (what does this mean, why do we not accept infant baptism?)

Week 3 Membership Expectations (A place to become)

· The 4 W’s
Week 4 Why should I join a church?

· What does the Bible say about membership?

· What does the Bible say about discipline?

Week 5 Why Should I join this church?

· Overview of what it means to be a Baptist and a Southern Baptist

· What do we believe about missions, how does the CP help us to accomplish our goals?

· What does Malvern Hill offer me and my family?

Week 6 How can I serve as a member of Malvern Hill?

· Introduction to ministries/Wednesday

· Introduction to Buster, TJ, Rhonda, and Chairman of Deacons

· Introduction to PLACE and an invitation to join that class.

Session I

About Malvern Hill
Where We’ve Been

Malvern Hill Baptist Church is a Southern Baptist Church committed to the expansion of the Kingdom of God through the proclamation of the gospel of Jesus Christ in our local community and abroad. We believe in the inerrancy of scripture and the knowledge that saving faith in our Lord Jesus Christ is the only way to inherit eternal life. We are a member church of the Kershaw Baptist Association, South Carolina Baptist Convention and Southern Baptist Convention. MHBC is fully supportive of the Cooperative program, North American Mission Board and International Mission Board. 


Malvern Hill was organized on October 13, 1931.  The church met on the current grounds from that time until the present, but the current sanctuary was not erected until 1953.  The Children’s building was constructed in 1961 as education space and in 1976-77, the interior of the sanctuary was renovated and the steeple and stain-glassed windows were added.  The gymnasium and classrooms were built in the early 90’s and further renovations were done in the sanctuary in 2005. We are currently in the midst of a building plan to construct a new sanctuary and to transform our current sanctuary into additional education space.

Who We Are

We are a place to belong and a place to become.  More will be said in coming weeks on exactly what that means, but for now, just know that we want you to belong to our family and we want you to become a sold out disciple of Jesus Christ.

Doctrine: What do we believe? 

The short answer is that we are first Christians, second Evangelicals, and third Missional. A more lengthy answer is included below and intentionally omits some finer points of doctrine and secondary issues as we allow the pastors and leadership in our local churches to operate according to their convictions on these matters. 

First, we are Christians.  This distinguishes us from other world religions and cults. Therefore, we adhere to the inerrant word of God as our basis for ministry and find creeds such as the Apostle’s Creed and the Nicene Creed helpful as guides in defining our doctrine.

Second, we are Evangelicals and we are Southern Baptists in agreement with the doctrinal statement of the National Association of Evangelicals and the Baptist Faith and Message 2000 (a copy of which can be found in the appendix of this notebook): 

· We believe the Bible to be the inspired, the only infallible, authoritative Word of God (2 Timothy 3:16).
· All Scripture is ________ _______ by God.
· We believe that there is one God, eternally existent in three persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit (John 1, Mark 1:9-11).
· God exists as a ___________.
· We believe in the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ, in His virgin birth, in His sinless life, in His miracles, in His vicarious and atoning death through His shed blood, in His bodily resurrection, in His ascension to the right hand of the Father, and in His personal return in power and glory (John 14:1-7).
· Jesus is _______ and is the only access to the _________.
· We believe that for the salvation of lost and sinful people, regeneration by the Holy Spirit is absolutely essential (Romans 3:23).
· Everyone is a __________ in need of salvation
· We believe in the present ministry of the Holy Spirit by whose indwelling the Christian is enabled to live a godly life (1 John 4:13).
· Christians abide in the _________ and the Spirit abides in them.
· We believe in the resurrection of both the saved and the lost; they that are saved unto the resurrection of life and they that are lost unto the resurrection of damnation (Romans 6:23).
· We deserve ________, but the free gift of God is _______ _______.
· We believe in the spiritual unity of believers in our Lord Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 12:12).
· The church is the ONE ________ of Christ—we are united in Him.

· We believe in and affirm believers baptism by immersion (Matthew 28:19).
· Baptism is a __________ of the Lord.
· We affirm the ordinances/sacraments of the Lord’s Supper/Communion (1 Corinthians 11:23-26).
· Jesus took the Last Supper with His disciples and instructed us to _______ ___ this ordinance.
Third, we are Missional: 

· We believe that our local church must be faithful to the content of unchanging Biblical doctrine (Jude 3).

· We believe that our local church must be faithful to the continually changing context of the culture in which we minister (1 Corinthians 9:19-23).

· We believe that our mission is to bring people into the church so that they can be trained to go out into their culture as effective missionaries.

Fourth, we are Reformed:

· We believe in and affirm the priesthood of all believers.

· We believe salvation is by grace through faith and that even that faith is a gift of God so that no one can boast (Eph. 2)

· We affirm that all people are born separated from God and are in need of a savior to save them from their sins and put them in right relationship with God.  

· We believe that God’s acts of salvation are performed for his glory and not according to any good acts of the recipient.

· We affirm the primacy of Scripture and believe that by Scripture alone can someone know the special revelation of God necessary to be saved. 

· We believe that the church exists as an agent of the Kingdom of God for his glory and not for the glory of man.
About Our Staff

Craig Thompson has been the pastor of Malvern Hill since May of 2007.  He grew up in Spartanburg, SC and attended Presbyterian College and The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary.  He is currently pursuing his Ph.D. from TSBTS.  Craig is married to Angela (who has a B.S. from Winthrop and a Masters in Social Work from USC) and they have two awesome children, Wyatt (May, 2007) and Aubrey (January 2009).


Buster Morris has been on staff at Malvern Hill since 2001.  He has two grown children, five grand children, and a wonderful wife (Charlotte).  Buster oversees our music ministries and is integral in our Senior Adult Ministry. He is currently pursuing an Associates Degree from Liberty University.


Luke Tolbert has been on staff at Malvern Hill since 2010.  He oversees the Student and Discipleship Ministries of Malvern Hill.  He married his wife, Patty, in June 2007 and they have one daughter, Anna Kate, who was born in February 2010.  Patty graduate from Furman University with a B.M. in Music Education. Luke has a B.S. in Business Administration from North Greenville University and a M.Div. from Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary. 
Session II

How Can I become a Christian?
People tend to divide themselves into groups - good people and bad people. But God says that every person who has ever lived is a sinner, and that any sin separates us from God. We are all sinners. 

“For all have sinned and come short of the glory of God." Romans 3:23 

We all deserve punishment in hell, but God loves you and has provided a way of escape. 

"God demonstrates His own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us." Romans 5:8 

By God’s initiative he sent his son to die on the cross so that you could be saved. It's God's grace that allows you to come to Him - not your efforts to "clean up your life" or work your way to Heaven. You can't earn it. It's a free gift. 

"For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith - and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God - not by works, so that no one can boast." Ephesians 2:8-9 

For you to come to God, the penalty for your sin must be paid. God's gift to you is His son, Jesus, who paid the debt for you when He died on the Cross. 

"For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Jesus Christ our Lord." Romans 6:23 

Jesus paid the price for your sin and mine by giving His life on a cross in ancient Israel. God brought Jesus back from the dead. When we realize how deeply our sin grieves the heart of God and how desperately we need a Savior, we are ready to receive God's offer of salvation. To admit we are sinners means turning away from our sin and selfishness and turning to follow Jesus. The Bible word for this is "repentance" - to change our thinking about how grievous sin is, so our thinking is in line with God's. 

All that's left for you to do is to accept the gift that Jesus is holding out for you right now. 

"If you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved." Romans 10:9-10 
Session III
The 4 W’s

Becoming a part of Malvern Hill means taking an active role in the life of church; it means putting faith into action. We've developed a very simple, but effective model for defining what that active participation looks like. It has everything thing to with what we want for you rather than what we want from you, and we call it our 4W's:
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 W​​​______ – We value worship of God as our greatest purpose and desire to see you grow in your understanding of and participation in worship.
· You shall love the Lord your God with all your _____ and with all your _____, and with all your _____. –Deuteronomy 6:5
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 W______ – We value the Bible as God’s word that offers salvation and instruction for life.  We believe that it is vital that you be involved in a Bible Study to grow in God’s word.
· For the Word of God is _______ and ________, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart.

—Hebrews 4:12
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 W______ – We value the command of Christ to be missionaries to the world.  For this reason, we expect you to “go” with the gospel and to invest in the people around you and invite them to join you in worship and word at Malvern Hill.
· But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my _________ in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.—Acts 1:8
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 W______ – We value God’s command to tithe.  Generously sowing into the ministry of God’s church is expected at Malvern Hill.  The Bible talks a lot about money, so faithfulness to the commands of God mean faithfulness in tithing.
· Bring the full ________ into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house.  And thereby put me to the test, says the Lord of hosts, if I will not open the windows of heaven and pour down for you a blessing until there is no more need.—Malachi 3:10
Session IV

Why Should I Join a Church?
1. Join a church for ​___________.
· 1 Corinthians 5 shows us that there are even unbelievers who worship within the church. 
· In the church, we make the gospel understandable.

· Join a church for non-Christians inside and outside the church.

2. Join a church for ________ Christians.

· No one is ever too strong in their faith to join a church.  Refusing to join the church is probably indicative of a weakness.
· Other Christians can be strengthened by you.
· You will probably discover that you have more to learn from other believers than you realize.
3. Join a church for ________ Christians.
· In the church, you will be surrounded by people who can and will teach and disciple you.
· Strong Christians regularly learn from even the youngest Christians, and the youngest Christians will benefit by being a part of a church with more mature believers.
4. Join a church for church ​​​​​​​​___________.

· If you are not a church member, the leadership, deacons, and staff of the church may not know your name or your needs.

· You will not be assigned to a deacon for specific ministry needs and you will not be prayed for regularly by our staff.  

· You cannot volunteer in many areas in our church nor serve in leadership roles unless you are a member.
5. Join a church for ​​​​______.
· Jesus instituted the church (Matthew 16:18).
· God continually builds up the church.   In the book of Acts (Chapter 2 especially), we learn that God is continually building up his church.
*I am indebted to Mark Dever at Capitol Hill Baptist Church for the information on Church Membership.

Session V

Why Should I Join This Church?
1. Join Malvern Hill for gospel-centered worship.
Session VI

How Can I Serve as a Member of Malvern Hill?
We expect everyone at Malvern Hill to be involved in the ministry and mission of the church. Ministry teams are a great way to be involved and there is a place for everyone to serve.  Below, you will find more information about our ministry teams and ways that you can be involved.

Activities Ministry Team is responsible for the food preparation and serving and organized fellowship events in the church. Some of their large events include Easter breakfast, Thanksgiving Dinner, and help with the annual Fall Festival.

Children’s Ministry Team is responsible for the ministry to our children.  They plan events for our children and are often involved in Sunday School or other teaching roles.

Crisis Ministry Team cares for the sick and bereaved of our church. In times of crisis, this team is the arm of encouragement and love to families in our church with food, cards, and visits.

Library Ministry Team oversees the library of our church.  This team has been feverishly working to bring our library into the 21st Century.  They could use your help.

Men’s Ministry Team takes on the jobs where the men of the church are needed such as light construction mission projects.  The Wildlife Expo, men’s Bible studies and men’s discipleship also fall under the umbrella of Men’s Ministry.

Nursery and Preschool Ministry Team oversees the ministry to our infants, toddlers, and preschool age children.  They often serve in the baby or toddler nursery.  The ministry of this team can even extend to moms and families.

Senior Adult Ministry Team is the ministry team that serves (and often includes) our senior adults.  They have given much to our church and through this ministry team, our church can give much back to our seniors through Suppers, Senior Breakfasts, and the Senior Fair.

Drama Ministry Team occasionally helps with drama in worship and is often involved in Christmas and Easter musicals with the choir.

Women’s Ministry Team oversees ministry to the women of our church with Bible studies and women’s fellowship events.

Youth Ministry Team works with the youth minister to effectively reach out and minister to the youth of our church and our community.  In addition to working with our youth, they help to plan the Back to School Bash and Youth trips.

Greeters Ministry Team is responsible for making certain that everyone who shows up in our church feels welcome and has all the resources they need to find their way around.  They are the first line of ministry to guests and regular attendees in our church.

Decorating Ministry Team works to make certain that our church is appropriately decorated for each season of the year. They help to make our church a more welcoming environment

Ordinance Ministry Team prepares the elements for communion and helps with baptism.  This is an exciting ministry opportunity that always needs more volunteers.

Audio/Visual Ministry Team is responsible for the audio and video aspects of our worship services.  We hope to expand this into the video recording sector as well.
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